[F] “What is the scriptural verse pertinent to this matter? ‘Will 


your wealth avail to keep you from distress, or all the force of 
your .strength’” Job 36:19). 


[G] R. Yohanan and R. Simeon b. Laqish: R. Yohanan said, “If 
you have laid out your prayers properly, you will not have 
those who look askance at you from above, but all will try 
to reenforce your strength, as it is said, “All the force of 
your strength’” (Job 36:19). 


[H] And R. Simeon b. Laqish said, “If you have laid out your 
prayers properly, you will not have difficulty in expressing 


yourself in prayer but ease in expressing yourself, and so I 
shall fill [your desires].” 


[II:1 A] [With reference to the catalogue of M. 3:5B:] Locusts are not the end 
of the matter. But even [if one finds] a wing [of a locust]. 


[B] Why is it called a caterpillar [HS YL]? Because it finishes up 
[HSL] everything. 


[C] And why is it called locust [GWBYY]? Because it collects [GBY] 
in judgment in behalf of its master. 


[D] A wild beast is not the end of the matter. But even destructive 


domesticated animals [will be a suitable occasion for sounding 
the shofar]. 


[E] There already have been years in the land of Israel in which an 


ass took a bite and killed someone, an ox took a bite and killed 
someone. 


[F] Nor is the sword [an army] in time of war the end of the 


matter. But even the sword in time of peace [would be a 
suitable pretext] . 


[G] For such as that already made its mark in the time of Josiah 
[when an army passed by in peace, as did the Egyptians and 


the Assyrians in the time of Josiah]. [An army in peace is 
still a threat. ] 


3:7 


[A] M’SH S: Elders went down from Jerusalem to their towns and 
decreed a fast because in Askelon there had appeared blight to the 
extent of [the area of] an oven’s mouth . 


